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had power to restore the discredited drama to
its pristine glory. There was a juncture in Jacobite
days when that desideratum was almost: accom-
plished, and, had Dame Fortune been more
propitious, the great genius who had laboured
most to bring it about would have seen the early
crowning of his efforts. When, in 1631^ fart boh*
mw Pair was published for the first time, its title-
page set forth that it had been "acted in the
Yeare 1614 by the Lady Elizabeth's Servants*
And then dedicated to King James of most
Blessed Memorie;  by the  Author,  Benjamin
Jonson". Light is thrown on this statement by
what Aubrey records when gossiping about its
maker. "King James**, he says, "made him write
against the Puritans, who began to be trouble-
some in his time". Assuming this to be true, then
there was a raison d'ttn for the lost dedication,
made doubtless in a tendered transcript of the
play written in Jonson^s own neat hand* That
the comedy was acted at Court soon after its
production we very well know, since Jonson
took cate to publish the special court prologue
and epilogue* Had the King but commanded it
to be published shortly after, together with the
dedication, the voice of Detraction would have
been effectually silenced; but, if inspiration came